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B3] OPINION

Community colleges could be
key to needed job training

Now more than ever, the St. Louis re-
gion needs the fruits of our community
colleges. The recently passed Prop R
offers an opportunity to properly edu-
cate and train tomorrow’s workforce.

The decision by millions of work-
ers to quit their jobs reflects a growing
intolerance of long-term work in static,
low-paying service sector jobs. Fac-
tor in the reshoring efforts of domestic
manufacturing, and we have an op-
portunity to help people desiring af-
fordable training that can be leveraged
into sustainable, good-paying career
positions.

Our private trade schools do well.
But Prop R funding presents our region
with a unique opportunity to provide
the affordable training that workers de-
sire. We need the community colleges
to produce a trained workforce for our
region’s non-service industries, rather
than using our tax dollars just to con-
struct more buildings.

Scott Dieckgraefe « St. Louis County
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